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Country United Kingdom 

Organiser  
(National Society, local branch, etc.) 

British Red Cross 

Partner organisations  
(organisation, network, authority, etc.) 

As yet none 

Name of the activity  
(if applicable) 

Big Red Bus 

Type of activity  
(event, campaign, etc.) 

Volunteer recruitment and a showcasing of services 
relating to retail shops 

Geographic scope  
(national, regional, local, cross-border, etc.) 

National across England, Scotland and Wales 

Participants’ scope  
(broad public, volunteers, young people, elderly, etc.) 

General Public 
(early retirees 55+ age group, unemployed / career 
changers, students) 

Time frame  
(start/end, duration, link to 5 December, etc.) 

First two weeks of June 2011. 
This will coincide with Volunteers’ Week which is co-
ordinated through Volunteering England 

Dedicated website 
(indicate http link) 

There will be a feature on the British Red Cross web site 
closer to the time 

Contact for further questions 
(name of organisation, contact person, phone, email) 

Maryanne Burton, UK Volunteering Manager 
+44 (0)20 7877 7214  
mburton@redcross.org.uk 

Description of the activity 
(short & sweet please) 

In order to raise the profile of volunteering for the 
British Red Cross, we will be using a Big Red Bus to tour 
the country for a period of two weeks. 
The bus will visit 10 to 12 locations across the UK and 
act as a Volunteer recruitment hub, mobile shop and 
form the location for press opportunities within the 
region. 
 
Part of the bus will be set up as a live, trading shop floor 
area and shop sorting room.  There will also be an area 
for advising people on general volunteering 
opportunities within their local area.  This will give 
Volunteers an opportunity to find out about Red Cross 
Volunteering and experience a variety of retail 
volunteering roles whilst on the bus to include sorting 
stock, pricing, displaying, selling to customers etc 
 
This idea was first piloted during 2010 and was very 
successful in generating 200 new Volunteer leads. 
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